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Bush honors Abraham Lincoln 


President invites LSUS’ Lincoln expert to celebrate, pay tribute 


BY TERRY HANLEY 


"Il hope that every American might 
have the experience we had here tonight, 
to hear Lincoln's words delivered with 
Lincoln's passion, and to leave with a 
greater appreciation for what these words 
of freedom mean in our own time."—Pres- 
ident Bush, from his address to the crowd 
at the White House Lincoln tribute. 

Feb. 11 marked the eve of Abraham 
Lincoln's birthday, and the White House 
held a special gathering this year on that 


| date to pay tribute to the former president. 


Present at the exclusive event was Dr. 
William D. Pederson, professor of political 
science at LSUS and historian, who was 
personally invited by President Bush to at- 
tend. 

Sam Waterson, best known for his 
work on television's “Law and Order,” 
provided a re-enactment of excerpts from 
Lincoln's best known public addresses for 
the group of 75 people. 

The performance, "Lincoln Seen and 


Heard," included addresses ranging from f 


Lincoln's days as a congressman to the 
Lincoln-Douglas debates, the first and sec- 


ond inaugurals and the Gettysburg ad- | 


dress. 

Waterson introduced and provided 
background information for each speech 
he is one of the most well known imper- 
sonators of America's 16th president. 

After the performance, guests were in- 
vited to tour the renowned rooms of the 
White House, including the Presidential 
Library. A reception followed, hosted by 
the President and First Lady in the East 
Room. 

"It was an impressive bi-partisan gath- 
ering honoring not only America's greatest 
president but the greatest democratic po- 
litical leader in world history," said Peder- 
son. 

Guests of Bush included members of 
his cabinet, Senate Majority Leader Bill 
Frist, C-Span President and CEO Brian 


Courtesy of LSUS Meni & Pustic Recations 


See LINCOLN PAGE 3 Dr. William D. Pederson 


Boone and Yoast reveal how they ‘Remember the Titans’ 


BY SARAH SWINT 


In honor of Black History Month the 
Student Activities Board will host a 
"Remember the Titans" event in the 


"lL urge everyone to come out to this 
event because it will be a great and unique 
opportunity for people of all ages and 


p-m. the event will move into the UC The- 
atre, and both Boone and Yoast will pres- 
ent a speech on motivation and inspiration 
in regard to their experiences dur- 
ing segregation. In closing the 


“| urge everyone to come out to this 
event because it will be a great and 
unigue opportunity for people of all 
ages and races to meet the coaches 


UC Theatre tonight. 

The SAB has invited Herman 
Boone and Bill Yoast, the real life 
coaches of the T.C. Williams’ Titan 
football team, to speak at LSUS. Both 


event, at 8 p.m. the SAB will show 
the movie "Remember the Titans.” 

The SAB is providing this event 
free of admission to LSUS students, 
faculty and the public. 


WEATHER 
Today: 


Hi: 59 
Lo: 38 
Friday: 
Partly Cloudy 


Partly Cloudy 


Partly Cloudy 


Showers 
Tuesday: 
Partly Cloudy 
Wi : 
Mostly Sunny 


Boone and Yoast were the inspiration 
behind the making of the Disney film 
"Remember the Titans.” 

The two coaches are known for 
taking a rivaling, newly integrated 
football team that faced strains be- 
tween white and black players and 
developing them into the 1971 champi- 
onship team. Both Boone and Yoast will 
speak on how they were able to put aside 
their prejudices during a time when racial 
tensions ran high, so they could unify their 
players and form a team whose common 
vision was each other and winning football 
games. 


and learn about their experiences.” 


Kimberly Thornton 
Assistant Director of Student Activities 


races to meet the coaches and learn about 
their experiences," said Kimberly Thorn- 
ton, assistant director of student activities 
and SAB adviser. 

The event will begin at 5:30 p.m. in the 
UC Ballroom. The SAB will host a recep- 
tion providing hors d'oeuvres and photo 
opportunities with Boone and Yoast. At 7 


Both Boone and Yoast continue 
to offer audiences presentations on 
respect, teamwork, community in- 
volvement and character. These 
men have spéken to audiences 
around the country, from 70-year- 

= old retirees to athletes and nen-ath- 
letes alike. R 
People interested in learning more 
about Boone or Yoast and their struggles to 
unify a newly integrated football team can 
acquire information and biographies at 
www,aphspeakers.com, as well as, 
read the book "Remember This Titan,” 
written by Bill Yoast. 
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Corrections 


No corrections this week. 


Editorial Policy 
The information presented in this publication by no means reflects 
of the administration or staff of LSUS. The Almagest seeks to 


The Almagest is published on Thursday mornings and is printed by the Natchitoches 
Times. 


Comments and complaints are welcome and should be addressed to Nikki Mora, Ed- 
itor-in-Chief. They must be accompanied by your full name and e-mail address. 


EET THE TAFF 


Business Manager 


Some people call me the 
space cowboy...others just call 
me Michael Scott. I’m a senior 
public relations major surround- 
ed by all these journalism types 
(I know what you're thinking, a 
wolf amongst the sheep), and I 
hope to graduate in December. 
I am known by my co-workers 
as Gromf, barbarian lord of ex- 
cess. My hobbies include play- 
ing bass guitar, weightlifting, 
playing PS2 and watching car- 
toons like the Simpsons and Fu- 
turama. I enjoy being the 
Business Manager, especially 
since Nikki pays me in Skittles. 


ae & SPORTS 


The Almagest letters policy 


The Almagest requests your reactions through letters to the editor. Letters 
should be typed and double spaced. Please include your classification and 
major. Letters should be submitted to the Almagest office, BH 344, by 5 p.m. 
on the Friday preceding the Thursday publication date. Obscene, libelous and 
anonymous letters will not be printed. 


The Almagest reserves the right to edit all letters. 


Web site gives students 
chance to grade teachers 


BY CATHERINE McNaiR — 


At the end of a semester, 
students are given the opportu- 
nity to evaluate their classes as 
well as their professors. This 
provides feedback for profes- 
sors, but students do not get 
the chance to find out how oth- 
er students view their teachers. 

That is until RateMyPro- 
fessors.com (http://www.rate- 
_ myprofessor.com) came along 
in 1999. Now students can find 
out how their professors rate 
online according to other stu- 
dents. 

RateMyProfessors.com al- 
lows students to anonymously 
post constructive criticism and 
rate teaching elements on a 
scale of one to five, with five 
being the best. 

RateMyProfessors.com tal- 
lies rates from a few teaching 
elements including easiness, 
helpfulness, clarity and overall 
quality. 

The easiness category is 
not averaged into the "overall 
quality" rating since it is the 
most controversial according 
to their Web site. It is included, 
however, because some stu- 
dents consider the level of diffi- 
culty before choosing a class. 

Helpfulness has to do with 
the professor's availability and 


willingness to aid students in 
the learning process, This in- 
cludes answering students’ 
questions and the professor's 
attitude toward the class. 

Clarity refers to the profes- 
sor's presentation of the mate- 
rial. Elements in this category 
include effective use of time, 
how well the professor com- 
municates with students, the 
use of examples and illustra- 
tions and preparation. 

The overall quality is cal- 
culated based on the helpful- 
ness and clarity categories. 
The results are represented by 
different "smiley faces." 

"This is a great tool,” said 
Nicky Parker, a freshman edu- 
cation major. 

Parker said she has not vis- 
ited the Web site yet but plans 
to now that she knows it exists. 

"There are already certain 
teachers I won't take, and I'ma 
freshman," Parker said. 

As in other public profes- 
sions, attractiveness of profes- 
sors can influence students’ 
evaluation. 

According to an article in 
The New York Times, "The bot- 
tom line is that better-looking 
professors get higher teaching 
scores, all else being equal.” 


See RATING PAGE 4 
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Deans prepare to depart 


BY DERRICK MiTCcHAM——— 


LSUS will be saying good- 
bye to two of its deans at the 
end of the semester. Al 
Vekovius, dean of sciences, and 
Merrell Knighten, dean of lib- 


from 
their re- 
spective 
posi- 
tions to 
tackle 
new 

life opportunities. 

The College of Liberal Arts 
will be losing its dean but will 
be getting a new professor in 
the process. Knighten is step- 
ping out of the role of dean and 
into the role of a full-time pro- 
fessor. 

"You could say I'm jeal- 
ous," said Knighten. "I have the 
second best job in the universe; 
I want the best job.” 

The job of which he speaks is 
teaching—English to be exact. 
Knighten was an English pro- 
fessor before he took the job as 
dean, and the desire to return 
to his old trade has been build- 
ing over the past couple of 


LINCOLN <= 


continued from page 1 


Dr. Merrell Knighten 


Lamb and Chief Justice Frank J. 


Williams of the Rhode Island 
Supreme Court. 


Williams and his "/f was an impressive bi-partisan 
gathering honoring not only 

America's greatest president but 
the greatest democratic political 
leader in world history." 


wife, Virginia, started 
an annual lecture se- 
ries at LSUS more 
than a decade ago, the 
first of which focused 
on Lincoln. 

From the Lincoln 
Series Pederson start- 
ed a Triennial Presi- 
dential Series. 
Lectures have since 


ae enjoyed teaching and 
look forward to going back," 
said Knighten. 

He said there are several 
talented and dedicated people 
in the college who could step in 
and effectively fill the position 
after he is gone. He has been 
Dean of Liberal Arts for eight 
years and hopes to make the 
change sometime over the 
summer. 

Vekovius, on the other 
hand, will be leaving the insti- 
tution altogether. He will be 
retiring at the end of the semes- 
ter and enjoying a life of fishing 
and relaxation. 

“My wife and I are going to 
move to Arkansas and live in 
our house on the White River, 
where I plan to fish and drink 
beer from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.," said 
Vekovius. 

His reason for retiring is 
simple. 

"T'm old," he said. “It's time 
to move over and make room 
for someone younger and more 
energetic to step in as dean.” 

He has been Dean of Sci- 
ences for six years, one year 
longer than he had initially de- 
cided to stay. 

As far as the position of 
dean goes, the two have con- 
flicting viewpoints. Knighten 
thinks it’s the second best job in 


group was established three 
years ago and meets regularly 
to plan for events that will oc- 
cur in 2009, the year of the bi- 
centennial. 


Dr. William D. Pederson 
Professor of political science 


the universe, whereas 
Vekovius calls the position of 
dean as being “a very unpopu- 
lar character." This is not to say 
that he didn't like the job of 
dean, just that they make a lot 
of decisions that the faculty 
don't 


Dr. Al Vekovius 


fro 

the fac- 
ulty 
and of the confidence they 
have in the people throughout 
their colleges. 

University Provost, Stuart 
Mills, said he has conflicting 
feelings about the deans’ de- 
partures. 

"I have a sense of loss on a~ 
professional level, but as a 
friend I am happy to see them 
pursuing new endeavors," 
Mills said. 

Currently no candidates 
have been chosen to fill the 
deans’ positions, but Mills 
hopes to have new deans in 
place upon each of their depar- 
tures. 


ly and internationally for his 
work. 

The Williams visit LSUS 
annually and have sent materi- 
al from The Frank and Virginia 
Williams Collection of 
Lincolniana to Peder- 
son to include in the 
Lincoln Center. 

The Center is a 
tribute to “the Great 
Reconciler” and is an 
eclectic mixture of aes- 
thetic visuals, books 
and articles from 
around the world re- 
lated to Lincoln. 

Pederson in- 


spotlighted George 
Washington, Franklin D, Roo- 
sevelt and Thomas Jefferson. 
The next lecture, slated for fall 
2006, will have James Madison 
as its focal point. 

Pederson and Williams are 
both members of the Presiden- 
tial Commission on the Bicen- 
tennial of Lincoln's birth. The 


Williams said, "Dr. Peder- 
son is a great resource for the 
Shreveport area” and that LSUS 
has "a prize there with him.” 

Pederson also directs the 
International Lincoln Center at 
LSUS which is the first center of 
its kind in the nation. He has 
been recognized both national- 


vites all who are inter- 
ested in Lincoln's legacy to 
drop by the center any time. He 
also said he is expecting more 
visitors each year leading up to 
the 2009 bicentennial. 
The International Lincoln 
Center at LSUS is located in 
Bronson Hall, room 321. 
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Debate team sweeps tournament; 
upcoming debates look promising 


BY BEVERLY GURLEY 


The LSUS debate team has 
a good shot at becoming na- 
tional champions. The team 
that is led by Mary Jarzabek, 
debate team coach, is made up 
of 10-15 active members. The 
team made a clean sweep at a 
tournament held at Louisiana 
Tech University in Ruston over 
the Mardi Gras holiday. 

The team came home with 
first place trophies in all three 


ter begins, they give up week- 
ends to attend these tourna- 
ments and they work so hard. 
The work they do for each other 
is commendable, and it is the 
key to their success.” 

The debate team as a whole 
agrees that "teamwork" is the 
winning element and founda- 
tion of this team. 

"First off, we function very 
well as a team," said Tristan 
Gilley, a senior broadcast jour- 


categories: individual, team nalism major. "When a person 
and swing. SEE goes up in 
WES. el around, 
very excited Being a part of the they aren't 
for mt ee debate team is a huge going uP 
ner on ere wi 
Holiday) DeNefit for any career their 
— me, as fjeld. The experience of pet 
team," said SPEAKing in front of beatiigtona, 
Alysia Wil- people goes a long way.” pbb '. 
son, a sen- rounds an 
i ; ; hel h 
bebe Mikhael Weitzel ae Ba 
journalism Senior history/secondary Theteudele 
major, who education major of. our 
won first ————=====m____ Diggest 


place in her 

category. "We were the only fe- 
males that made it into the 
elimination rounds at Tech.” 

While the team is proud of 
its recent victories, members 
are looking ahead to the up- 
coming national competitions. 

The team placed third in 
the state championships hosted 
by Xavier University in New 
Orleans Friday through Sun- 
day. The two teams which 
placed above them had parlia- 
mentary teams, while LSUS 
had all individual participants. 

“We're one of the smallest 
teams on the circuit,” Wilson 
said, “but it’s a big deal that 
such a small team accumulates 
so many points. Other teams 
counted us out without A.J. Ed- 
wards (who graduated), but 
our hard work, research and 
dedication has pulled us to- 
gether.” 

The points accumulated in 
the state championship tourna- 
ment gives them a better 
chance at the national champi- 
onship and keeps them ahead 
of perennial rival Louisiana 
Tech. 

"| can never express 
enough how proud I am of this 
team," said Jarzabek. “They 
start practice before the semes- 


strengths.” 

The debate team is not an 
organization; it is a student ac- 
tivity. The team is funded by 
the student activity fee and is 
open to all students. They are 
always recruiting new mem- 
bers. Currently, the team is 
made up of students whose 
ages range from 19 to 35. The 
students have a variety of ma- 
jors which gives the team a 
broad knowledge of topics that 
are-beneficial to the team’s suc- 
cess. 

"Being a part of the debate 
team is a huge benefit for any 
career field," said Mikhael 
Weitzel, a senior history/sec- 
ondary education major. "The 
experience of speaking in front 
of people goes a long way." 

The debaters travel to 
Stephen F. Austin University 
March 5-6 for the Piney Woods 
Showdown, and they will host 
a tournament April 1-3 as part 
of the 2nd Annual Ethics Con- 
ference. 

Jarzabek and the entire de- 
bate team are grateful to the 
students and administration of 
LSUS for their support. Stu- 
dents interested in becoming 
part of the LSUS debate team, 
should contact Jarzabek in 
Bronson Hall, room 318. 
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For that reason, Rate- 
MyProfessors.com gives stu- 
dents the opportunity to vote 
professors as being "hot." Pro- 
fessors who receive'a positive 
"hot" rating are represented 
with a red chili pepper on the 
Web site. 

Students can also add com- 
ments that explain their rating 
choices. 

RateMyProfessors.com 
even keeps a list of the more 
creative comments on the "Fun- 


niest Ratings” section of the 
Web site. No. 10.0n the list was 
"This teacher was a firecracker 


universities in the United States 
and Canada for over half a mil- 
lion professors. To date, it con- 


in a pond of slithery tadpoles." tains. over 3,000,000 total 
RateMyProfessors.com ratings and averages 4,000 new 
currently has ratings for 4,434 ratings each day. 


Tech Fee Proposals 


Students are urged to submit 
suggestions. Proposals are due to 
Computing Services by April 1 
at 4:30 p.m. 


BECOME THE LEADER 
YOU WERE BORN TO BE. 


Learn firsthand what it takes te lead others as an Officer in the 
United States Army. Officer Candidate School (OCS) provides the 
direction, training and skills you need to become a leader in the 


Army and a leader in life. After completing Basic Combat Training, 
candidates participate in OCS training for 14 weeks and then 
attend the Officer Basic Course. As an Officer, you'll be respected 
' asa Soldier, an inspiring leader and a servant of the nation. 
> To find out more, visit GOARMY.COM/OCS1 or call 1-800-USA-ARMY. 


©2004. Paid for by the United States Aimy, All nghts reserved. 


Climb the 
corporate ladder 
faster 


Where: Shreveport South Army Recruiting Station 
When: Monday-Saturday 8am-6pm 
Who: Contact SFC Wade Joseph for information on Officer candidate School 


AN ARMY OF ONE® ead 


Us.ARMy } © 
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Aikido now offered at LSUS | Baseball season begins; 


Students learn martial arts, self discipline, personal growth 


BY DANA SMELSER ——— 
Jennifer Klimiuk, acting 
recreational sports coordinator 
for LSUS Student Activities, 
says students are interested in 
ways to get healthier or stay fit. 


In response, LSUS Recre-. 


ational Sports is offering class- 
es in Aikido, a Japanese martial 
art for anybody at any fitness 
level. 

Brittany Lyman, a junior 
psychology major, is looking 
for ways to get fit. 

"This is a great option,” 
said Lyman. “I love that the 
school is trying to offer con- 
venient ways for students to 
remain active. I've never con- 
sidered martial arts. I would 
be interested in understand- 
ing what it can do for me." 

William Ross, chief in- 
structor of the Golden Light 
Aikido Center, is leading the 
class. He describes the health 
benefits of Aikido as similar to 
that of Yoga and Taichi, with an 
especially strong emphasis on 
developing inner harmony and 
peace. 

At the core, Aikido pro- 
motes peaceful resolution of 
conflict whenever possible and 
a commitment to self-improve- 
ment, 

Considered a modern mar- 


tial art, Aikido was developed 
by Morihei Ueshiba in the 
1940s as a physical fighting in- 
volving throws and joint locks 
that are derived from Jujitsu 
and some other techniques de- 
rived from Kenjutsu. 

Meaning "a way of divine 
harmony,” Aikido focuses not 
on punching or kicking but 
rather on using the opponent's 


“Training in Aikido 
leads to the 
understanding that in 
attacking someone, it 
ultimately leads to 
one’s own demise.” 


William Ross 
Aikido instructor 


own energy to gain control of 
them or throw the opponent 
away from you. Aikido is a 
system of self-development 
and a source of strength. Like 
ballet, students are trained to 
be sensitive to a partner's 
movements. 

Students learn blending 
exercises, rolling and falling 
techniques, the value of a posi- 


tive mindset and self-defense 
used by Samurai, which com- 
bines the body movements 
used in sword and spear fight- 
ing. Basic etiquette includes 
wearing the traditional martial 
arts uniform called a DoGi. 

"Training in Aikido leads 

to the understanding that in at- 

tacking someone, it ultimately 

leads to one’s own demise,” 
said Ross. 

Students can. register on 
the second floor of the UC in 
the Student Affairs Office at 
any time. A $10 registration 
fee grants the student access 
to three wellness 
classes— weight lifting, yoga 
and Aikido. 

The Golden Light Aikido 
Center is located at the 
Shreveport Public Assembly 
and Recreation building at 
Betty Virginia Park. Students 
are invited to attend classes 
at the Golden Light Center as 

well. For more information, 
visit, the Web site at 
wwwsshreveportmartialarts.com. 

For individuals interested 

in learning more, Ross also rec- 
ommends reading “Aikido in 
Everyday Life" by George 
Lenyard and “Aikido” and 
"Essence of Aikido" by Bill 
Sosa. 


Pilots plan ‘strong run’ at 
Conference Championship 


BY DomMINIQUE HoRTON — 


Since their season began 
on Feb. 9 home at Pilot Field 
with a win against the Bacone 
College Warriors, the Pilots 
have continued to have suc- 
cess on and off the field. 

It was only two years ago 
that the Pilots finished third at 
the NAIA World Series. And 
just last year, they also played 
in the Gulf Coast Athletic Con- 
ference Championship Game. 

“We have done a good job 
of overcoming injuries, and as 
we get healthier, we will make 
a strong run at the Conference 
Championship," said Rocke 
Musgraves, head coach of the 
Pilots. 

Despite all the successes 
the Pilots have earned these 
past few years, perhaps their 
greatest success came about 
last fall. The team's overall 
grade point average for the fall 
semester was a 2.8, which is 
the highest overall GPA since 
the baseball program began in 
1991. 

Although Musgraves be- 
lieves this is an exceptional ac- 
complishment, he said if the 
team can get everyone to carry 
his own load, the Pilots will 
reach their goal of having an 


Intramural sports offer ‘friendly competition’ 


BY SHANDRIKA JACKSON 


If you are a student of LSUS or 
LSUHSC currently enrolled in three 
hours, you are eligible to participate 
in intramural sports. Intramural 
sports are activities designed to give 
students a chance to get out and in- 
volved on campus and to enhance 
the overall university atmosphere. 

"Intramural sports are a great 
way to get involved at school and 
meet new people,” said Dawn Shep- 
pard, sophomore biology major. "The 
sports also are a good source of exer- 
Basketball, fitness, racquetball, 
softball, soccer, NCAA Final Four 
Challenge (PS2), camping, table ten- 
nis, sand volleyball, horseshoes, in- 
ner tube water polo and home run 
derby are all intramural sports being 
offered this semester. The variety of 
different intramural sports is struc- 


tured to ensure that there is some- 
thing for every student to participate 
in. 

Students who would like to par- 
ticipate but do not have a team can 
attend one of the free agents meet- 
ings. Free agents can form a team or 
be placed on an already-formed team 
that needs just a few more players. 
Meetings are held before all major 
sporting events. 

"I really like intramural sports 
because it is nice friendly competi- 
tion among other LSUS students,” 
said Creston Heard, sophomore 
business administration major. "The 
sports really make me feel a part of a 
group, not just another student." 

Current employees of LSUS and 
LSUHSC are also eligible to partici- 
pant in intramural sports. 

This semester a registration fee 
has been implemented to ensure that 
students show up for their scheduled 


playing times. 

"The cost to participate in intra- 
mural sports varies depending on 
the event, but it is a very minimal fee 
compared to other universities,” said 
Joseph Pearson, director of student 
activities. "The current schedule of 
events has a list of registration fees,” 

Most intramural sports for this 
semester have a $5 registration fee 
for individuals and a $25 registration 
fee for a team. 

"Initiating fees to participate in 
intramural sports will prevent those 
no-showers from entering the league, 
so your team gets to play as many 
games as possible and helps with 
bracketing the schedules for the 
games,” said Pearson. "It will also 
help purchase some new equipment 
and neat prizes. The registration fees 
have already gone towards a new air 
hockey table and new pingpong 
table in the University Center.” 


overall team GPA of 3.0 or 
higher. 

Last weekend the Pilots 
began their 2005 Gulf Coast 
Athletic Conference season by 
defeating the Belhaven Col- 
lege Blazers in a three-game 
series. 

"The win against Belhaven 
was a really good starting 
point for the team,” Pilots 
pitcher Adam Cox said. Cox 
said that it let them know 
where they stood for the sea- 
son. 

The Blazers are responsi- 
ble for knocking off the Pilots 
last year in the GCAC champi- 
onship game. In the final 
game of the series last week- 
end, the Pilots beat the Blazers 
with a 13-3 victory. 

“The season is going very 
good; as a team we know that 
we should never be satisfied, 
but we should only work 
harder to get better everyday,” 
said Chris Frye, outfielder for 
the Pilots. 

Tomorrow the Pilots will 
travel to Mobile, Ala., to play 
Springhill College. The game 
will begin at 6 p.m. They will 
be back in action here at Pilot 
Field on Tuesday to face Le 
Tourneau University at 6:30 


p.m. 
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BY JASON LIMERICK 


“Boogeyman” 

The “Boogeyman” is about 
a boy who is terrorized by the 
thing in his closet. He's perpet- 
ually creeped out until one 
night his dad gets sucked into 
the closet, and then he ends up 
in a mental hospital. We cut to 
years later, and he's a success- 
ful but terribly odd guy with a 
fear of doors. He is forced to go 
back to the house where his fa- 
ther was taken to attend his 
mother’s funeral. There he is 
once again faced with the hor- 
ror of the Boogeyman...gasp! 
The Good 

Well, the movie had a few 
okay points. It will definitely 
make you jump once in a while, 
and the music and sound ef- 
fects are appropriately creepy. 
Also, most of the movie has 
that great ‘80s horror movie 
feel. You know the flicks like 
“Nightmare on Elm Street,” 
“The Gate” or “Leprechaun” — 
movies that were cheesy and 
ridiculous, but they knew it. So 
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Jason’s Flick Picks 


they went with it and just had 
fun sneaking up on you and 
freaking you out. 

The Bad 

Oh man, this movie 
sucked. I was rooting for it be- 
cause it's one of the first releas- 
es from Sam Raimi's Ghost 
House productions, and Raimi 
is a horror icon. He knows 
what to put up on that screen, 
but this was just a train wreck. 
Horrid acting on top of some of 
the worst dialog this side of an 
eighth grade creative writing 
course— it's almost painful to 
watch. 

The background of this 
“boogeyman" and the little girl 
who helps out in the story are 
just weird and only add to the 
confusion of what's going on 
here. And the final battle—oh 
my, it was just the dumbest 
thing I've seen in a while. I 
don't want to give it away but 
the chase  scene—going 
through all these different clos- 
ets and under beds all to try 
and confront this guy—it gets 
so ridiculous. And the way the 


monster is finally beaten, you 
wouldn't believe me if I told 
you. Then the movie just stops. 
No resolution, no questions 
about all the characters who go 
missing, no anything—just a 
cheesy line and some credits. I 
stood up after the movie awe- 
struck that that is how someone 
decided to end it. That multi- 
ple people watched that and 
said, "Oh yeah this is good, this 
is what we need to ship out all 
over the world with our names 
on it!" It's baffling. 
The Big Finish 

This movie had a few 
scares, but overall it was a con- 
trived, ignorant, useless, waste 
of two hours of my life. 


WH 


“Constantine” 


Based on the DC Vertigo 
comic Hellblazer, John Con- 
stantine is a lonely drifter, a 
chain-smoking anti-hero, who 


battles the minions of evil in an 
attempt to win his way back 
into heaven after commiting 
suicide. As he faces the realiza- 
tion that he's not going to meet 
his lofty goal, he stumbles upon 
an attempt by the devil's son to 
become ressurected and take 
over the world. 
The Good 

There are a few really great 
characters. Papa Midnight as 
played by Djimon Hounsou 
(Amistad) is a smooth but pow- 
erful witch doctor who seeks to 
maintain the balance between 
heaven and hell. Pruitt Taylor 
Vance as a crazy drunk priest 
and Max Baker as the knowl- 
edgable nerd beeman were 
both really entertaining. There 
are also a few really fascinating 
action sequences and interest- 
ing ideas in the film. 
The Bad 

The creator of Hellblazer is 
Alan Moore, a legendary comic 
writer and genius, who upon 
either seeing the film or read- 
ing the script not only required 
that his name be taken off of the 


film, but he gave up every pen- 
ny of residulals that were owed 
him. That should tell you 
something. 

I was so bored during this 
movie. The two main 
actors—the draw of the 
film—gave their worst per- 
formances ever. Rachel Weisz 
was a two-dimensional charac- 
ter, and Keanu Reeves, well he 
should leave the brooding 
tough guy roles to someone 
else. He really couldn’t pull it 
off. Plus the whole storyline 
was a bit of a cliché. It's like 
some guy took “The Prophecy,” 
“Indiana Jones,” “End of Days” 
and every other cheesy 
"demons are among us" movie 
and stuck them in a blender 
and popped out this abomina- 
tion. 

The Big Finish 

The movie had it's good 
points but took itself way too 
seriously. They stumble out of 
the gate and never really get 
back into the race. 
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‘Strings & Stories’ serenades LSUS students 


BY STAFF 


Ferdinand, the bull, sat on a 
bee, and violinist Linda Rosenthal 
let her strings make the audience 
hear the buzz and the bull’s snort- 
ing. 
When actor Bill Blush asked a 
child in the audience what she 


thought it would feel like to sit on - 


a bumblebee, Drew Miller, a soph- 
omore in pre-engineering thought 
that the entire audience might be 
drawn in with similar questions 
but was relieved to know he 
wouldn't be called on. 

Rosenthal and Blush presented 
“Strings & Stories” to about 75 stu- 
dents, faculty and staff during 
Tuesday’s Common Hour. Blush’s 
storytelling, set to Rosenthal’s mu- 
sical accompaniment, was spon- 
sored through The Piatigorsky 
Foundation, : 

“T imagine that this is how en- 
tertainment was before things were 
written down,” said Miller. “Since I 
play guitar, I started thinking you 
could do this with any instru- 
ment.” 


“The Story of Ferdinand,” the first piece of the 
concert was a piece Rosenthal first encountered when 
she was working at the Lincoln Center, developing 
musical programs for children. It was composed to be 


Linda Rosenthal, violinist, and Bill Blush, actor, perform “Strings & Stories” for LSUS. 


a musician-storyteller duet. 

In a solo moment, Rosenthal performed Bach's 
“Partita No. 3 in E Major” and explained its rondo 
form to the audience before playing. In “Favorite Po- 
ems” she imitated the wind with harmonics and the 
rain with spicatto strokes while Blush spoke the 


kitchen sink. 


words. In one of his monologues, 
Blush related the episode of a har- 
ried man’s driving to work in his 
SUV while his neighbors tried to 
warn him that he had left his brief- 
case and coffee cup on top of the ve- 
hicle. In his telling, Blush imitated 
the sounds of car horns and peo- 
ple’s yells. 

As an encore, the pair 
reprised the limericks set to Irish 
jigs, which were the second piece of 
the performance. 

The Piatigorsky Foundation 
is a non-profit organization and 
presents concerts across the coun- 
try, often in places where people 
would otherwise not have the op- 
portunity to attend classical music 
performances. 

Rosenthal lives in Juneau, 
Alaska, where she performs, teach- 
es and directs the Juneau Jazz & 
Classics festival. She also gives con- 
certs all over the world. She has 
recorded five solo CDs. 

Blush is from Los Angeles 
and has been involved in all aspects 


of theater, acting, writing and directing. As a per- 
former he has performed a variety of roles, including a 


This event was sponsored by the J. S. Noel Memo- 
rial Collection at LSUS. 
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Upcoming Doves album offers more of the same: beautiful pop-rock 


/ 


BY ERIC PULSIFER 

People in England don't just 
use funny words and drink hot 
tea; evidently, they also make mu- 
sic from time to time. And while 
America's barren February new 
release shelves have been littered 
with a Willie Nelson compilation 
and an album by that guy from 
B2K, February has been a tremen- 
dous month for music in Britain. 

Huge new bands like Bloc 
Party and the Bravery have made 
their debuts and will be making it 
to our side of the Atlantic over the 
next couple of weeks. 

Doves’ "Some Cities" is an- 
other reason for all the giddiness, 
and like the above artists’ albums, 
it won't be making its way state- 
side until March. It's already been 
released in England and is current- 
ly the best-selling item on the UK 
version of Amazon.com 


Released three years after 
their widely acclaimed "The Last 
Broadcast," the Doves’ new album 
of spacey pop for long-haired hip- 
pie types is another example of 
how the band got so popular in the 


first place -- they make really 
pleasant music. 

Though it may be less of a 
classic than their previous album, 
"Some Cities" is still too good to be 
ignored. 


international Lincoim Center 
Washington “Semester” 


Shorter and _ less 
sprawling than its widely 
acclaimed predecessors, 
"Some Cities” is still equal- 
ly exceptional across its 11 
tracks. 

The band's lightly 
psychedelic twang en- 
grosses the listener - moy- 
ing from the glow of a 
slow-simmer into the 
bright sparks of steadfast 
snare hits and the muted 
clang of hi-hat crashes be- 
hind frontman Jimi Good- 
win's legato vocals. Add to 
the mix some guitar riffs 
that move as the melodic 
rise and fall of piano arpeggios, 
some serious production values, 
the occasional acoustic guitar jan- 
gle and an assortment of spacey, 
electronic flourishes and you have 
an atmospheric pop-rock album 


that stands up against any likely to 
be heard this year. 

Doves always do a good job of 
making albums that flow from 
each track without feeling like one 
big song or some ridiculous jam 
session. There never seems to be a 
moment of idle strumming - every 
second is a carefully calculated 
miniature quasi masterpiece. 

The slight variations between 
"Some Cities" and the band's pre- 
vious albums are so subtle that 
only the most schooled of connois- 
seurs of Doves’ discography will 
be able to differentiate. But for ca- 
sual listeners, all you need to know 
is that Doves are good — __really 
good. 
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American Studies 


Interim between Spring Semester and Term I Summer 


‘ waa - 3 . Bs ~ > 
Receive 3 or 6 credit hours in Humanities and Social Sciences 
Courses Offered: 


POU 190 Washington Political Arena 

AMST 198 American Studies Semincr 

AMST 298 American Studies Seminar 

AMST 398 American Studies Seminar 

POU 203 European Politics 

POU 399 Field Research in Government Law 
POU 495 Independent Study 

POU 695 Independent Study 


a 


Register for courses and pay balance only in the American Studies Office (BH 321) NOLATER THAN | 
APRIL 15, 2005. For information contact Dr. Pederson at wpederso@pilot.isus.edu or (318) 797-5138. 
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Calendar of Events 


Thursday, February 24 
College of Republicans 
General Meeting 
10:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
SGA Meeting 
10:30 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 
Remember the Titans 
Boone and Yoast 
7 p.m. 


Advertise in the 
| Almagest and reach 
| over 2000 readers | 


a week 


Call 797-5328 
for details!! 


‘Have story idea? 


We want to hear it. 


Call us at 797-5328 


or e-mail us at 
almagest@pi lot. lSus. edu. 


Tuesday, March 1 
Coffee House 
10:30 a.m. - 11:30. a.m. 
SAB Meeting 
1 p.m. - 2 p.m. 
Chi Alpha 
7 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
UCA Bible Study 
9:00 p.m. 
Deferred fee payment due 


Wednesday, March 2 


$1 lunch at BCM 
12:00 p.m. 


Thursday, March 3 
SGA Meeting 
10:30 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 
Fantasy Club Casino 
7:00 p.m. 


**HOROSCOPES*™ 


“Editor's note: For entertainment only. Not to be taken 
seriously! 


Aries 

B (March 21-April 19) 

=| Romance is in the air for you today. 
Keep your eyes open. 


Sa, Taurus 

/ (April 20-May 20) 

oe G Don’t be afraid of what others think. 
¥ 


Just be yourself. 


Gemini 

Siegen (May 21-June 21) 

HSi7y |Don't be afraid to make a mistake. 
You'll never succeed if you don’t try. 


Cancer 


éj : (June 22-July 22) 
ae | Expressing your feelings is important. 


Don’t be afraid to say what you think. 


Leo 
=e] (July 23-Aug. 22) 

“Uf Nothing is oe certain today. Go with 
the flow. 


ae Don't let big changes stress you out. 
‘S 4 Just accept them, 


Libra 

— | (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 

ae [S/ Today is unpredictable. Be ready for 
= Janything 


 @YA| (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
6/| Making new friends is great. But don’t 
turn your back on those dearest to you. 


Sagittarius 

(Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 

| Be wary of lending money to friends. 
You'll be doing more harm than good. 


Today’s a great day to make travel 
plans or take a short trip. 


Don’t allow others to manipulate you. 
Stand up for yourself. 


<C®.| Pisces 


ey (Feb. 19-March 20) 


Accept an offer to go on a date this 
weekend, You will have a lot of fun. 


